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Common Name

Indian ricegrass
Fourwing saitbush (White greasewoot'.)
Hycrest wheatgrass
Western wheatgrass
Forage Kochia
cornmon sunflower (Kansas sunflower)
Yellow sweetciover
Scarlet giobemai low

Totai

ibs/acre
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Broadcast seed shali be appi:.ed at double the above rate, and seeding

shail be done in the fail of the year (oct.-Dec')'

united states Department of the Interior
BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT

l'loab Dislrict office
Grand Resouree Area

885 So. Sand Flats Road
lloab, Utah 84532

sPR A 3 lleel

Mr. Mark A. Reese, Senior Land Agent
United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
!{estern Regional Exploration 0ffice
255 Glendale Avenue, Suite 19

Sparks, Nevada 8943I

Re: Mining Notice U63-N91-04 lT265, R20E (StM), Section 9: SWI/4 SWl/4

NEf/4, Grand County, Utahl.

Dear Mr. Reese:

On Aprii 15, I99I at the glhite Cloud #2 site Sal Venticinque and Elmer

Duncln of my staff Lnformed !1r. John Gordon of Gordon Engineering, Inc.
that additional stipulations wiil be added to those proposed by U'S'
Borax in their Ietter <iated !,larch 19, 1991. These addilional
stipuiations are as follows:

(1) Topsoil shall be stockpiled on the north side of the sile. If
i"it tor more than six months these stockpiles sha1I be contoured
and seeded to reciuce wind and waLer erosion'

(2) Surface reclamalion of the disturbed area around the Roberts
w"it "ir"ii consist of contouring to approximate the natural surrounding
cc:.-cur, evenly spreading stockpiled topsoii over the area, scarifying
and reseeding with the following seed mixture:

,;)iiiili;L)''}i ilrr'
s!r-.ftn$ & [v{iNlNG

380 9
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(3) Upon termination of operations the Authorized 0fficer must
notified in writing, and reclarnation neasures commenced within
days of such notification

Because tong Canyon is Bighorn Sheep habitat, and the animals are
currently in their lambinq cycie we would appreciate the road not
be used for daily operations-connected access and egress. Access
using State Highway 313 is recommended.

Should you have questions please contact Sal Venticinque of my staff at
(80r) 2se-4193

Sincerely yours',

be
30

(r)
\z)

/s/ BRAE D. PAIMEH
Area Manager

John Gordon, Gordon Engineering, Inc.
Holland Shepherd, Utah State Division of Oii, Gas and
Mining (DocM).
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FEDERAL EXPRESS

April 11, L991

Mr. Willian C. Strj-ngrer
Assistant Distriet Manager, Minerals
Bureau of Land Management
Moab District office
P.O. Box 970
82 East Dogwood
Moab, Utah 84532.

Subject: Right-of-Way Grant
Serial No. UTU-67332

Dear Mr. 'stringer:

Herewith is Surety Bond No. 5249360 in the amount of $10,000.as
respects U.S. Boraxrs Paradox Basin brine test in Grand County,
Utah

., :.,, .j- ..

Very truly yours,

l) r"^ \L l,r.a. tr'1

D. M. Boy.Ie
Principal-'Land. Agent
Land Department I 

;

/pm
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. ){} xflil^,;; .JECO INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA
GENER,AL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERTCA
HOME OFFICE: SAFECO PLAZA

SEATTLE. WASHINGTON 981 85

.nttECO

KNOW ALL BY'THESE PRESENTS:

Tnar SAFECO INSURANCE COMPANy OF AMERTCA and
a Washington corporatron, does each hereby appoint

No.

t'

3778

GENERA.L INSURANCE COMpANy OF AMERtCA,each

l------------C. G. GRASSO, Los Angeles, California-_____

its true and lawful attorney(s)-in-fact, with rutt autirority to execute on its behalf fidelity and surety bonds or undertakingsand other documents of a similar character issued in the course of its business, and to bind the respective company thereby.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, SAFECO INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA ANd GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANYOF AMERICA have each executed and attested these presents

this l st day of Auqust ,19 80

CERTIFICATE

EXITACI fTOM thE 8Y-LAWS Of SAFECO INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA
and of GENERAL TNSURANCE COMpANy OF AMERICA:

"Article V' Section l3' - FIDELITYAND suRETY BoNDS... the President, anyVice president, the secretary. and anyAssistant Vice President appointed for that purpose by the officer in charge of surety operations, shall each have authorityto appoint individuals as attorneys-in-fact or under other appropriate tirles with aurhority to execute on behalf of thecompany fidelity and surety bonds and other documents of similar characrer issued by the company in the course of itsbusiness ' ' ' on any instrument making or evidencing such appointment, the signatures may be affixed by facsimile. on anyinstrument conferring such authority or on any bond or undertaking of the company, the seal, or a facsimile thereof, may beimpressed or affixed or in any other manner reproduced; provided, however, that the seal shall not be necessary to thevalidity of any such instrument or undertaking.,,

Extract from a Resolution of the Board of Directors of sAFECo lNsuRANcE coMpANy oF AMERICA
and of GENERAL INSURANCE COMPANY OF AMERICA adopted Juty 28, 1970.

"on any certificate executed by the Secretary or an assistant secretary of the company setting out,(i) The provisions of Article V, Section 13 of the By_Laws, and
(ii) A copy of the power-of-attorney appointment, executed pursuant thereto, and(iii) Certifying that said power-of-attorney appointment is in full force and effect,

the signature of the certifying officer may be by facsimile, and the seal of the company may be a facsimile thereof.,,
I, BOh A. DiCKCY. SCCTCTATY Of SAFECO INSURANCE COMPANY oF AMERTCA and of GENERAL INSURANcEcoMPANY oF AMERIcA, do hereby certify that the foregoing extracts of the By-Laws and of a Resolution of rhe Board ofDirectors of these corporations' and of a Power of Attorney issued ,l-rrs-uarit.thereto, are true and correct, and that both theBy-Laws, the Resolution and the Power of Attorney are still in frrli io';ceiJAd elfect. 

'

lN WITNEsS WHER EoF' I have hereunto set my hand anc affixe,J'the rut.iniil" seal of said coroorarion

91
19

i

s.974 RIO 3/86

this
Bth

day cf
April

PFINT'N IN.
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I. b., rlr.n srATF-s
I)EPARTMENT OF THE INTEIIIOR
BTIIIEAU OF LANT) MANAGEMENT

RIGHT.OF-WAY SURETY BOND

[]ond Numbcr

q24e36o

Right-of-Way Grant or Temporary Use Permit Serial Number - UN-6f332

KN()\\.Al-l- N.IEN llY l'HEsE PltrsENTs. rhar united states Borax & Chemical torporation 
as

and SAFECO fNSURANCE COMPANY of L632O Roscoe Boulevard, Van Nuys, California 91406

prirrcipll.

. it:\
. OF AMERICA
surct)' organized and existing under the laws o[ thc Statc o[ washington having its prinian, oft'icc

at Safeco P1aza, Seattle, Washington 98185 , are held and firmly bound unto thc United States of Amcrica irr

thesumof Ten Thousand and nollOO--- dollars(S10,000.00---------t
larvful moneS'of the Unitcd States lor the payment of rvhich. well and truly to be made, we bind ourselves, each of us. 9ur hcirs.
executors, administrators. successors, or assigns, jointly and severally, firnrly by these presents.

WH EREAS. said principal made application for the issuance of a right-of-way grant or temporarl, use pcrmit for the usc ol'thc lantl:,
described therein, bearing the above serial number: and

WHEREAS. said principal upon the issuance of such right-of-way grant or temporary use permit. is required to contpll'rvirh rlrc
follou'ingtermsandconditionsofsaidgrantorremporaryusepermit: Subject to all terms and conditioni of
said grant.

NOw. TH E REFOR E, lf the said principal or his heirs, executors, ad ministrators, successors, or assigns, shall fully coinpll' u'it h r lrc sritl
terms and conditions then, and in that event, the obligation shall be null and void: otherwise it shall remain in full forcc urrtl cllccr.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF. we hereunto set our hands and seals this

. | | ,..\

8th day of April . 19 9I
UNITED STATES BORAX & CHEMICAL CORPORATICN

1 (Signature ol't'rincipal)
ice President - Technical

By

SAFECO INSURANCE COMPANY OF AI'IERICA

(Signature ol'Sur*r1'1'

cr ass!! / Attorney'-in-Fact
ADDRESSI:S ()F V''I-i N I'SSI.\

3075 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010

3075 Wilshire Blvd.
Los Angeles, CA 90010

4
SIGNATURES

tonskas

3200 i{il-shire
Los Angeles,

3200 I'iilsirire
Los Angeles,

Tu'o rr'itnesscs. rvith the post office address of each, are rcquired to cuch signaturc.'l hc rr:al rtl cacit cotn{rr.rlr":' \:"'::""
copy' of the Porver of Atiornel' of the Authorizetl ,tgcnt of a surctl' contpltnl nlu\t :tcc()nl!'rirrr'. ti::' h"'t"

---_

Roul-eve r:ci ,

Caliio::::i,
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Bureau of Land Management
Moab District Office
P.O. Box 970
Moab, UT 84532
ATTN: Mr' Gene Nodine'

District Manager; and

Gent I ernen :

u()- /\' 7l * ot1

1"1r. WiIIiam C. Stringer'
Assfstant Distric! Manager, Minerals

Re:

rlbh,*rrbb.**.trs&r* U.SB0RAH

March 19, 1991

Notice of Intent
Dry Fork Placer CIaims
Grand CountY' Utah

united States Borax & chemical Corporation -( "u's' Borax" ) has

recently located a.number of placer mining claims on certain Iands
found to contain Iocatable minerals during previous explora'tion
driIIing.. These Iocatable minerals were discovered by virtue of
assays .'.of, : complex I iquid brine solutions commonly found in

. subsurfdce. formations in ttre Paradox Basin' The assays showi.ng the

var i ous chemi'ca I const i tuents of these br i nes are a mat ter of
publ ic record.

-,-p,rrsuant 
to 43 cFR part 3809, u.s. Borax hereby sive-s Notice of

Intent to explore for the Iocatable minerals contained in the
' a1=orementioned complex brine solutions'

'l't' -' .' '- 
--J D^*=, '

Thes-e comPlex;brine solutions also contain Sodium and Potassrum
commingled with the known Iocatable minerals' Although these
Ieasable minerals are present, they are not of interest to u'5'
Borax in this exploration program. our research to date strongly
suggests that these brines do not contain Sod.ium or Potassium in
commercially valuable forms. The Potassium (Potash) produced by

. :-Texas GuIf f rom its nearUy operation is not f rom these natural ly
*:. occurring brine solutions, u,.,t from solid formations

Fed.eial court case decisions clearly show that a mineral Iocator
. has the right to explore for.na ptta,r"" locatable minerals that
. are commingled. with leasable minerals in brines; provided that the
---;";=;;'i" mi neral s are not commerc iaI Iy valuable and are not

,i*,tao srATEs BoFlAx & cH€MrcAL conpoRATloN. RENo ExpLoFtot,t* ort,"=.255 GLENDALE. sulrE 19 ' sPAFtKs. NEvAoA 49431 ' (7o2) 354'95oo



-o

Bui-eau:.f l-.:
lloticc, cf :n
Horch 19, '.?

Paqo T'-'n

!1.>naceGren?-

: essent ia I to the exi stence .of the Iocatable mineral ( s) ' Ti-rree

, court cases which have direct aPplication are cited below'

First i.s the case of Foote Mineral Co. v. the United States' That
case involved a controversy over Foote's production of a Iocatable
mineral ( Lithium) from complex brines containing Sodium and
potassium. The government's position was that Lithium was Ieasable
(and a royalty payablel due to its.commingled existence in the
brine with Ieasatle Sodium and Potassium. The case was ultimately
decided in favor of Foote on appeal to the u.5. court of claims
(now the Claims Court) (654 Fed. 2d 81). That court overturned an
earlier IBLA decision and asserted Foote's right to produce Lithium
from the commingled brine under the mining laws. The court's basis
for its deci"ion in favor of Foote was that the Sodium and
potassium were not commercial in the brine and that they were not
essential to the presence of Lithium. It should be noted that
Foote subsequently obtained a patent for the placer mining claims
involved in the case

The second reference is the case of the United States v. 'Levon

Bard.sley et aI ( IBLA 7g-7I1. In that case, the IBLA affirmed an
. .administrative-"court decision in favor.of the Bardsley's allo.wing
.them to produce Calcium Chloride from a comPlex Sodium/Potassium
brine under the mining laws. As above, the IBLA's reasoning was
based on the non-commercial value of the Sodium and Potassium and
that those e.Iements, though commingled with Calcium, were' not
essential..t.o.the existence of the Calcium Chloride constituents i-n

the.brine.' ',

The third reference is the case of United States v. Union Carbide
Corporation (31 IBLA ?2 (L9771r. In that case, the IBLA relied on

a two fold test to determine if a locatable mineral is Ieasable
when commingled. with a Ieasable mineral. First, the Ieasable
mineral must be present in sufficient quantity to be commercially
valuable. .Second, the Ieasable mineral must be essentj.al to the
molecul-ar sfructure of the Iocatable mineral. "Absent both of
these cont'ingjehcies, the natural brine is not subject to the sodium
provisions of the MineraI Leasing Act'"

These cases clearly estal:I ish the rights necessary for tJ.S. Borax
to proceed with exploration for locatable minerals under the min-ing
Iaws and it is on that basis U.S. Borax wi I I proceect with its

-program.described 
in this Notice of Intent.

CLAIHANT AND OPERATOR

United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
3075 Wilshire Blvd.
Los AngeIes, CA 9OO10

rt'iq]
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ATTI.I:

Land l'{anagement
i ntent
!991

Mr. J. M. CoIvin
Land Manager

(2L3, 251-540O (Telephone)
(2731 25L-5495 (Facsimile)

and

United States Borax & Chemical Corporation
Western Regional Exploration Office
255 Glendale Ave. Suite 19
Sparks, NV 89431
ATTN: Mr. Mark A. Reece

Senior Land Agent

(7OZ) 358-9500 (Telephone)
(702) 358-9529 (Facsimile)

The actual operations conducted under this Notice of Intent will be
the responsibility of the Sparks, Nevada office; however any formal
communications for U.S. Borax should be directed to both offices
I isted above

CLAII{ DESCRIPTION

On or about February 28, 1991, U.S. Borax completed the location of
the Dry Fork *1 - 32 placer claims, covering Section 9 of T. 26 S.,
R. 20 E., in its entirety. Said claims are presently being
recorded as required by State and Federal laws. Recording
information wiII be provided as soon as possible. The claim group
is shown on the map provided as Exhibit uA-1". The entire
exploration operation under this Notice of Intent will be conducted
on and confined to a small portion of Dry Fork claim #23.

PROJECT SITE DESCRIPTION

This Notice of Intent covers the site of the Roberts-White Cloud *2
brine exploration hole which is generally situated in the SWXNEr6 of
Section 9, Township 26 South, Range 20 East, SLM, Grand County,
Utah. These lands are administered by the BLM. These lands a.re
not withdrawn from mineral location. The site is shown on the otap
attached hereto as Exhibit "A-2".

As the BLM is aware, the Roberts-White Cloud +2 well blew out and
eventually sealed itself off after spewing thousands of barrels of
high pressure brine on the surface during its original drilling in
the 1960's. For reasons unknown to U.S. Borax, the original
operator thereafter abandoned the weII and drill site without
performing proper plugging operations.
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GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS AREA

The "abandoned" Roberts-White CIoud #2 brine test welI and driII
site are on high ground above Bull Canyon. The ground surface
around the site slopes gently toward the East. The Colorado River
is approximately three miles East by way of Bull Canyon. The site
is over one mile north of the Dead Horse Point State Park boundary.
The site is out of the Park and is not visible from the Park or its
main access road

The site has been partially reclaimed and is sparsely covered at
present with sage and grass. The surrounding Iands are vegetated
with many varieties of juniper, pinions' sagle and grasses, none of
which are known to U.5. Borax as endangered.

A number of exploratory oiI wells have been drilled and abandoned
in the general vicinity of this project. There is a producing oiI
well (Southern Natural +1) approximately 4OO ft. to the Southwest.

Access to the site will be over existing roads.

PP. I H.4.P.Y CONTRACTOR

U.5. Borax will be the project operator, however a significant
portion of the re-entry, testing and plugging operations will be
supervised by a professional engineering consultant under contract
to U.S. Borax:

Gordon Engineering, fnc.
P.O. Box 3525
Grand Junction, CO 81502
ATTN: Mr. John Gordon

(3031 245-1958 (Telephone)
(303, 242-5tO6 (Facsimile)

Gordon Engineering's activities will be subject to the overall
control and direction of U.5. Borax.

DESCRIPTION OF OPERATIONS

U.5. Borax, Gordon Engineering and Mr. E. Jay Mayhew (our special
brine consultant) have formulated a detailed program for re-entry
of the well and testing the target brine. The detailed program is
attached as Exhibit 'B'r. The equipment to be uti I ized is also
described on Exhibit uB".

--._Our program is briefly summarized in the following paragraphs:
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The site will be prepared for our operations as soon as possible.
On or before ApriI 15, 1991, Gordon Engineering, Inc. wiII move in
and set up the required equipment on the prepared drill siter F€-
enter the old welI, clean and re-work it as necessary to test the
brine bearing formations. The brine is expected to be under very
high pressure. Careful steps wi I I be taken to protect aI I
formations and to prevent surface blowout.

Following our successful re=working of the weII, brine will be
allowed to flow under natural pressure at a controlled rate into
portable tanks until sufficient samples have been collected. We

presently anticipate the total test flow to be less than 80,OOO
gaI lons of br i ne.

After sufficient test samples have been collected, the brine
remaining in the surface tanks will be removed by truck and
disposed of at an approved site. The well wiII be shut-in until
the results of our chemical analyses are determined. These
analyses will be pursued as expeditiously as possible. Upon
completion of our analyses, w€ will decide either to complete the
well as needed for subsequent use or to plug and abandon it.

We expect the field testing operations to be completed within
thirty days after commencement of the re-entry.

DRILL HOLE PLUGGING AND ABANDOMIGNT

If U.5. Borax determines that either a) down hole conditions
preclude re-entry, re-working and/or use of the hole for testing
purposes; or b) future production of Iocatable minerals (or other
related use of the hole) is not feasible, the well will be plugged
and abandoned. The method of plugging and abandonment would be
determined and performed based on conditions encountered down hole
and in the best possible manner to comply with applicable laws. If
the hole is plugged., specific information will be provided to the
Authorized Officer and to the State of Utah.

COIIIPLETION FOR SUBSEQUENT USE

If test results are favorable and subsequent use of the Roberts-
White Cloud +2 wbtt appears feasible, that well wiII be completed
as necessary. In that event, the driII site wiII be temporarily

-reclaimed 
and the wel I wi I I be appropriately secured against

-. tampering or vandalism. Specific information as to the completion
of the well for subsequent use will be provided to the Authorized
Officer and to the State of Utah.
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PREVENTION AND CONTROL HEASURES

U.S. Borax has gone through considerable effort to insure that this
exploration operation will be conducted properly in compliance with
apbl icable law and good Practices. U.5. Borax wi I I take
appropriate steps to protect and control the following:

FIRE HAZARDS: Operating equipment and vehicles wiII be
equipped with fire extinguishers, spark arresters' water'
shovels and other such equipment as required by law. Fire

. danger is expected to be minimal during the springtime period
for which operations are ProPosed

SOIL EROSION: By usi ng the exi st i ng acces.s roads and the
level driII site, there should be little or no increase in the
existing erosion potential in our operations area. Operations
wiII be curtailed or suspended as necessary and aPProPriate
during exceptionatly wet or muddy periods.

IIATER POLLUTION: It is most unI ikety that this operation
could result in surface water pollution. Only natural based
dri!Iing muds. will be used and.they witI*be.stored in portable
pits. We wiII take the appropriate precautions to insure that
aII brine flows will be carefully controlled and stored in
tanks and that no brine witl be discharged onto the surface as
a result of this operation. AII non-fuel fluids to be used in
the operation will be stored in reasonably small containers.
In the un"Iikely event that any chemicals, oiIs, Iubricants or
fuels are accidental ly spi I led, they wi I I be cleaned up and/or
neut ra I i zed i mmed iate I Y .

By virtue of Iocating the operation on an existing level drill
site, some dist.ance from established drainages, anY water
spilled on the ground surface should evaporate or percolate
prior to reaching those drainages. The only other significant
source of surface water would be precipitation. In the event
of a major storm.vrhere natural flooding conditions occur' our
operations site iwould not significantly increase the natural
turbidity of storm runoff

.J.

The present conilition of groundwaters and aquifers in the
immediate vicinity of the Roberts-White Cloud +2 well is not
known d.ue to unce,rtainties associated with the original
drilling operations and the blow out that occurred' U'S'
Borax has planned this exploration program in a manner that
wiII cause no detrimental effects on aquifers. By virtue of
our proper re-entry, work over and completion or plugging
procedures, the piesent condition of ground waters and
aquifers bt the site wiII be protected and possibly improved.
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. AIR poLLUTION: AII vehicles and equipment will be emissions
equipped as required by Iaw. No volatile hazardous materials
or gasses will be used, stored, created or vented to the
atmosphere except as altowed by law. Steps would be taken as
ecessary to minimize dust created by vehicle traffic.

FISH AND WILDLIFE: The closest fish are Iocated in the
. Colorado River, approximately three miles away. They are in

no danger from this oPeration.

. Wildlife species will naturally avoid our operations. The
equipment itself poses'no threat to wildlife'. No poisonous or
hazardous materials that would be attractive to wildlife wiII
be stored at the driII site. Personnel wiII be instructed to
leave wildlife alone.

PUBLIC IIEALTH AND SAFETY: The operations site is not visible
to the general publ ic from the nearest paved highway or the
State Park. Access to the site from the paved highway wiII
not be marked in any manner that would arouse public interest.
Anyone who does discover the drilI site wiII be allowed to
observe only from a safe distance. Only . employees and
authorized personnel.(i.e. federal and state inspectors) will
be allowed to remain on the drill site for more than a very
brief period. Equipment and the driII site will be properly
secured during periods of non-operation.

CLEAN_UP AND RECLAI.IATION

,r, site and' access roads wiII be kept as
clean and uncluttered as reasonably possible. Trash and wastes
witl be collected. and disposed of properly at an approved site.
Any spilled fluids would be immediately cleaned up, neutralized and
disposed of in an apPropriate manner.

Interim cleanup of the site wi I I begin prornptly fol Iowing
completion of the brine test flow program. That program would
consist of removal of unnecessary equipment and any wastes or trash
around the site.

In the event that our test results are favorable and future
production is a possibility, the BLM and the State of Utah would be

__--contacted and. future op"ritional needs will be discussed and the
-- proper permi ts app I ied f or .

. In the event that prod.uction is not feasible at this site, total
reclamation of the site will be commenced promptly unless delayed
by adverse weather or directed otherwise by an authorized officer'

---AII trash and equipment will be removed.. The drill site wiII be
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touch-up leveled and compacted by a small tractor or loader with a
blade. The driII site will then be reseeded with an approved seed
mix in the amounts and at those times recommended by an authorized
officer. Unless directed otherwise, the seed mix will be hand
broadcasted and raked in'

ADDITIONAL STATEI{ENTS IN ST'PPORT OF THIS NOTICE OF INTETTT

U.S. Borax is of the opinion that the exploration operation
described i n thi s Not ice of Intent i s contemp lated by and
pe.rmissible under the rnining Iaws. The project involves'Iocatable
minerals on BLM administered lands which are not withdrawn from
Iocation. The Roberts-White Cloud *2 well did discover brines
which were sampled and found to contain locatable minerals in
considerable quantities. The mining Iaw recognizes the right of a
claimant to rely upon a prior discovery by others. Relying'on that
previous discovery, U.S. Borax has Iocated mining claims on these
lands in compliance with applicable Iaws. There is clear IegaI
precedent providing for exploration and production of locatable
minerals under the mining laws when they are commingled with non-
commercial and non-essential Sodium and Potassium. We are
convinc.ed that the Sod!um and P.otassium in. the target br-ines are
non-commercial and non-essential, and we are prepared to risk
exploration monies accordingly.

U.5. Borax has no intention whatsoever to use the mining Iaws
inappropriately to produce the Ieasable minerals that are'contained
in these complex brines. To do so would be contrary to the Iaw and
unethical. U.S. Borax will voluntarily provide the Authorized
Officer with test results sufficient to show the content of the
Sodium and/or Potassium in the brines. In the unlikely event that
U.5. Borax's explora:tion and testing operations under this Notice
of Intent result in an unexpected discovery of Sodium and/or
Potassium in clearly.commercial quantities, or if .they are found to
be essential to the existence of the Iocatable minerals, U.5. Borax'
agrees that it wi I I not be entitled to conduct additional
exploration for, or pioduction of the target brine solution under
the mining laws. U.5. Borax agrees, in that event, that the
leasing laws should then govern any future operations.

43 CFR 3809.0-6 staters "... it is the policy of the Department of
the Interior to eneourage the development of Federal mineral

__-resources and reclamation of disturbed Iands. Under the mining
Iaws a person has the statutory right, consistent with Departmental
regulations, to go upon the open (unappropriated and unreserved)
Federal Iands for the purpose of mineral prospecting, eXPIoration,
development, extraction and other uses reasonably incident
thereto. " U.5. Borax's activities under this Notice of Intent are

'*--plainly contemplated by and consistent with the stated policy.
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During our. meeting with BLM staff members in Moab on March LL'
1991, it wis discussed that the BLM prefers a special right-of-way
as an appropriate means for U.5. Borax to obtain legal access to
the drill site and Roberts well. U.S. Borax is submitting a riSht-
of-way application with this Notice of Intent. We wish to point
out that 43 CFR 3809.3-3 states "An operator is entitled to access
to his operations consistent with provisions of the mining laws."
U.S. Borax is of the opinion that the special right-of-way is not
necessary or appropriate for this project and that access is
clearly envisioned in the mining iaws. If you accept this opinion,
pl.ease return.the right-of-way application and filing fee to our
Sparks, Nevada office.

43 CFR 3809 .O-Z provides for mineral entry and exploration of these
lands; provided that it is done in a manner that prevents undue
degradation of lands. U.S. Borax intends to explore for locatable
minerals in a manner that will prevent undue degradation of the
subject lands. By using the existing roads and drill site, this
project will cause an absolute minimum disturbance.

No one can say for certain that the Roberts weII is presently in a
safe and stable.condition..as is, or f,or how long it might remain-.-
that way. Under this Notice of Intent, U.S. Borax will properly
ptug or complete the well. This will certainly be an improvement
to an environmentally degraded site. We hope that the BLM will not
act to prevent the exploration operations proposed in this Notice
of Intent

43 CFR 3809.1-3 provides that notification of a proposed operation
shall be made at least 15 days in advance of operations. U.5.
Borax will not commence operations described herein prior to ApriI
5, 1991. The cited section also provides that "Approval of a
notice, by the authorized officer, is not required."

U.S. Borax is a major corporation with the experience and resources
to perform alI of its goals and responsibilities under this Notice
of Intent. U.5. Borax will perform interim reclamation as directed
and any and aIl final reclamation of its operations areas in fulI
compliance with 43 CFR 3809.1-3(d).

In the event you need. additional information, please contact me at
the Sparks, Nevada office address provided herein.

cere I y, n
n//&*

Mark AlReece
Senior Ld.nd Agent
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u68-N91 -04

Vi ew from ex'i sti ng access road (l ooki ng
S-St^l) of south end of s'ite. Tracks on
road. Photo 1, taken April 15, 1991. )

U.S. Borax & Chemicaf 
)

U68-N91-04 U.S. Borax & Chemical

Clockvrise continuation from Photo 1.
Photo 2, taken April 15, 1991.
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To:

Date:
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Raynlon Car-ling

April S, l-991

Subject: U60-I'i9J'-Oi;
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OnIy one comment or concern. ff this is a ne\',' disturbance (not
pr".riously leveled ) , I think it rvouli be approPriate to require
the conpany to stockpile lhe top soil fro:it the site and then to
spreacl it on the disturbeC at'ea ( af ter the site is reshaped ) as
part of their final reclamation efforts. The secd (see attached
f i=t ) vould tiren be broa<lcast seeded. t'iiIl any ne11' access roads
be requrie<i or rviII any existing roads be upgracecl?
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